
 
 
 

100 WOMEN IN HEDGE FUNDS TO HONOR KAREN COOK, FORMER CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER 
OF STEINHARDT MANAGEMENT COMPANY, WITH ITS 2013 U.S. INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP AWARD 

AT NEW YORK GALA 
 
 
New York, NY – June 17, 2013 – 100 Women in Hedge Funds (100WHF), a leading non-profit organization for 
professionals in the Alternatives industry, today announced that it will honor Karen Cook, former Chief Investment 
Officer of Steinhardt Management Company, Inc., with the 100WHF U.S. Industry Leadership Award at its New York 
Gala, to be held on November 13, 2013. Everett Cook, Karen's husband and Co-Founder, Pouschine Cook Capital 
Management, LLC, will join Karen at the Gala and accept the award on her behalf. 
 
Each year, 100WHF honors a woman whose professional talent, business ethic, and passion for investing help 
define and advance the Alternatives industry's standards of excellence. Past awardees include Dr. Marna 
Whittington, Allianz Global Investors Capital; Afsaneh Beschloss, Rock Creek Group; Dorothy Collins Weaver, 
Collins Capital; Kathryn A. Hall, Hall Capital Partners; Sonia Gardner, Avenue Capital; Jane Mendillo, Harvard 
Management Company and Anne Dinning, The D. E. Shaw group. 
 
Karen retired as Chief Investment Officer of Steinhardt Management Company, Inc in 2008, marking the end of a 
career that spanned over 30 years and saw the earliest days of women’s leadership in the Alternatives industry. She 
joined Steinhardt Partners, L.P. in 1995 as General Partner and Director of Client Services and in 1996 transitioned 
to overseeing outside hedge funds and managed accounts. In addition to her responsibilities at Steinhardt, she 
simultaneously served as Managing General Partner of Nepeta Partners, LP, a top-performing fund-of-funds invested 
in hedge funds. Prior to her tenure at Steinhardt, Karen was a Vice President and senior proprietary trader in the 
Equities Division at Goldman Sachs & Co from 1975 until 1988, where she was the first woman hired in that division 
and the third female finance professional in the firm overall. She also served on the Supervisory Board of Fifth 
Avenue Alternative Investments, LLC (Bessemer Trust).  
 
Karen has been actively involved in several charitable organizations as well, including the International Rescue 
Committee (Board of Overseers, Investment Committee Co-Chair), The LiveStrong Foundation (former Board 
Member, Investment Committee Co-Chair), and The Initiative to Educate Afghan Women (former Board Member). 
She is also a former Board Member and Investment Committee Co-chair of Wheaton College in Massachusetts, 
where she received her Bachelor’s Degree, magna cum laude, in 1974. Karen subsequently earned her MBA from 
New York University’s Stern School of Business in 1979. 
 
Karen’s retirement shortly followed her diagnosis of PSP (progressive supranuclear palsy), a rare neurodegenerative 
disease, in 2008.  In solidarity with his wife, Karen’s husband Everett, who will provide remarks at 100WHF’s New 
York Gala on Karen’s behalf, joined the board of directors of CurePSP, a foundation dedicated to PSP care, 
education and research. 
 
Commenting on the selection, Lauren Malafronte, 100WHF Board of Directors Executive Committee Member and 
Managing Director, Global Prime Finance at Scotiabank, said, "Karen Cook undoubtedly deserves 100WHF’s and 
the Alternatives industry’s acknowledgement as a pioneer on the trading desk, and a consummate professional 



whose skill, knowledge and insight propelled her to impressive achievements at top-tier Wall Street firms. Her 
dedication to sharing her investment management acumen in order to advise institutions promoting women's 
education echoes 100WHF’s very mission and is a reminder to us all of our obligation to serve the nonprofit sector. 
100 Women in Hedge Funds is thrilled to salute Karen Cook for her leadership in the marketplace and around the 
globe.”  
 
Net proceeds from the 2013 New York Gala and other U.S. fundraising events will support Best Buddies. Firms and 
individuals interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities, purchasing tables for the New York Gala on 
November 13, 2013, or making a donation, please contact New York Gala Sales. 
 
About Best Buddies International (www.bestbuddies.org) 
Best Buddies® is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer movement that 
creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. Founded in 1989 by Anthony K. Shriver, Best Buddies is a vibrant 
organization that has grown from one original chapter to almost 1,500 middle school, high school, and college 
chapters worldwide. Today, Best Buddies’ eight formal programs — Middle Schools, High Schools, Colleges,  
Citizens, e-Buddies®, Jobs, Ambassadors, and Promoters — engage participants in each of the 50 states and in 50 
countries, positively impacting the lives of nearly 700,000 people with and without disabilities around the world. As a 
result of their involvement with Best Buddies, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities secure rewarding 
jobs, live on their own, become inspirational leaders, and make lifelong friendships.  
 
About 100 Women in Hedge Funds (www.100womeninhedgefunds.org) 
100 Women in Hedge Funds is a global, practitioner-driven non-profit organization serving over 12,000 alternative 
investment management investors and professionals through educational, professional leverage and philanthropic 
initiatives. Formed in 2001, 100 Women in Hedge Funds has hosted close to 400 events globally, connected more 
than 250 senior women through Peer Advisory Groups and raised nearly $30 million for philanthropic causes in the 
areas of women's health, education and mentoring. 
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